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Situation. 


The Tokyo School for the Blind is situated at Zoshi- 
gayamachi, Koishikawa, on the northwestern part of 
Tokyo adjoining to the suburb. The ground is high, far 
away from the tumult of the city noises, and abundant 
in pure air and beautiful sunshine. The greenness of the 
great forests of Toshimagaoka and Gokokuji at the north 
greatly beautifies the scenery. These give an excellent 
influeuce on the health and the spiritual up-holding of the 
pupil. 

In 1907, the site for the present buildings having 
been decided upon about 3 acres and 37 sq. rd. of ground 
owned by the State, the work of the buildings was begun 
in August, 1908 and was completed in June, 1909. It 
consists of a main building, dormitories, some minor build- 
ings—storehouse, lodge, etec—, and a large open play 
ground where the instruments for many kinds of sports 
are prepared. In 1912, a new gymnasium was built and 


this enables to give gymnastics in a more complete form. 


Historical Summary. 


On May 22nd, 1875, five gentlemen, viz., Messrs. 
M. Furukawa, 8. Tsuda, M. Nakamura, G. Kishida, and 
Dr. Burehardt, Missionary of the German and American 
Luthern Church, held a consultation at Dr. Henry Fauld’s 
house at Tsukiji, Tokyo, on the subject of education for 
the blind, and organized the Rakuzenkwai, a philanthropic 
society, which gave rise to the foundation of this school. 

On March 26th, 1876, Mr. Y. Yamao, then Senior 
Vice-Minister of Public Works, joined the society. After 
hearing all the details as to the working of the society, 
he strongly objected to its dependence on a foreign church 
for its support, but proposed that, as to the mode of 
maintaining the society, there should first be a consulta- 
tation among such Japanese as were interested in the 
education of the blind and deaf-mute, regardless of the 
religions, whether native or foreign, to which they might 
be adhering, and that endeayours be thus made to ac- 
complish the common object in view. This proposition 
was unanimously agreed to by all concerned. 

On Noy. 22nd, yen 3,000 was graciously granted by 
His Majesty the Emperor towards the expenses neces- 
sary for the foundation of the Kun-mo-in (Institute for 
the Blind). 

On July 23rd, 1878, permission having been obtained 


to use 4 acres of ground situated at Tsukiji and owned 


SO 
by the Nayal Department, it was decided that the new 
institute should be established on the said ground and 
the work of building was entrusted to the care of the 
Department of Public Works. Thus the school was founded 
as a private institution. 

In Dec., 1879, the construction of the new buildings 
for the institution was completed. They were brick-built 
and two storied, covering about 13 sq. rd. The cost 
amounted to yen 8,831. This comparative cheapness was 
owing to many contributions in the forms of labour, timber, 
etc. 

In Feb., 1880, the institute was opened for the ad- 
mission of blind pupils. Previous to this, Mr. C. Urata, 
after investigating the condition of the blind and deaf- 
mute children in Tokyo, advised them, with the permission 
of the Tokyo local authorities, to attend the institute, but 
in yain. While such was the case, Mr. Y. Yamao suc- 
ceeded in getting two blind pupils,—a girl of 7 and a boy 
of 12 years of age, after consultation with the chief of 
Azabu ward, Tokyo, where he lived. He paid for the two 
children the car fare needed to take them to and from 
the institute every day, and thus they were admitted as non 
resident pupils. In June, a deaf-mute pupil was admitted 
for the first time. On April 10th, 1882, the pupils were 
admitted into the dormitory for the first time. 

On Sept. 26th, 1885, the institute applied for per- 


mission to be sustained by the state treasury, together 
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with the buildings, apparatus, aud funds. This step was 
taken according to a decision made at the previous general 
meeting of the Rakuzenkwai, as under circumstances of 
the time, the institute could only be expected to exist, but 
not to grow. 

On Nov. 21st, the above application was granted, 
and Mr. Hirayama, the 2nd Jr. Secretary of the Depart- 
ment of Education, was appointed director of the insti- 
tute, in addition to his proper duties. At the same time, 
Viscount Y. Yamao, Prince T. Iwakura and Messrs. M. 
Nakamura, T. Manaka, S. Yajima, and S. Tsuda became 
deliberative members of the Institute. This marks that 
the institute became as the State Institution for the first 
time. Henceforth the institute has been controlled and 
the expenses have been paid by the State. 

On Dec. Ist, 1888, certificates were conferred upon 
those who had completed the prescribed course of instruc- 
tion in July. On this occasion were present His Excel- 
leney Y. Mori, Minister of State for Education, Viscount 
Y. Yamao, Mr. Y. Hanabusa, Court Privy Councillor, 
higher officials in the Department of Education, members 
of the late Rakuzenkwai, etc. His Excellency the Minis- 
ter of State for Education delivered the following speech :— 

“For many years past the education of the blind and 
deaf-mute had been much neglected to the deepest grief 
and regret of those unfortunate members of the community 


as well as of their parents. 
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“Tt is a very gratifying matter indeed that with the 
New Era of Meiji many philanthropists have appeared 
and founded this school, equipped with directors and in- 
structors well qualified for their duties, and that the first 
ceremony of conferring certificates on the graduates could 
be conducted to-day. 

“You, graduates, be not content with your present 
condition, but endeayour to advance your knowledge and 
skill with a view to the increase of your happiness. 1 
tell you this, as your prosperity will not concern your- 
selves alone, but will not a little incite even those whose 
senses are complete to study and work hard; and your 
endeavours will be productive of good results in the edu- 
cation of the whole community. 

“Lastly, I hope that you will deeply appreciate the 
benefits and the kindness you have received from your 
parents and also from the members of the late Rakuzen- 
kwai and keep them in your mind forever.” 

On the 19th of the same month, it was decided, after 
consultation with the deliberative committee, that the school 
should be remoyed elsewhere, that the ground on which 
the school was situated be sold, and that the proceeds 
thus accruing be partly appropriated to the construction 
of new buildings, and partly added to the school fund, 
so that the school, after lapse of ten years might support 
itself independently. The matter was then submitted to 
the Minister of State for Education for his approval, 
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This step was taken because now that an additional con- 
struction of class-rooms and dormitories had become nec- 
essary in order to accommodate this increasing number of 
pupils, it was considered highly probable that then the 
school site, lying close to the business center of the city, 
would surely become the scene of much bustle and great 
activity in the near future, and that it would thus become 
more and more unsuitable for a school of this kind. Be- 
sides the lowness and dampness of the ground rendered 
the pupils’ out-door exercises almost impossible for seve- 
ral days after rain, and also owing to such dampness of 
the ground, the pupils had suffered from beri-beri from 
year to year, inspite of all the precautions taken for their 
health. 

On Dec. 28th, 1889, a new school site was fixed 
at Sasugaya-cho, the garden of medical plants under the 
control of the Department of the Interior. 

On July Ist, 1890, the school was removed to the 
partly finished buildings at Sasugaya-cho, MKoishikawa, 
Tokyo. On May 15th, 1891, the new buildings of the 
school were completed. 

On Noy. 7th, the new school was opened with cere- 
mony. On this occasion Her Majesty the Empress paid 
a visit to the school. Among those who were present 
on the occasion were His Imperial Highness Prince Ari- 
sugawa, Count T. Oki, Minister of State for Edueation, 


the Italian, Russian, German, and Chinese Ministers, 
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Count T. Soyeshima, Vice President of the Privy Council, 
Mr. 8S. Tsuji, Vice-Minister of State for Education, other 
higher officials of the Department of Education, Mr. S. 
Nishimura, Director of the Peeresses’ School, the directors 
of the State Schools, Prince Iwakura, and other members 
of the late Rakuzenkwai, Drs. Yatabe, and Ito, together 
with the parents and relations of the pupils, to the number 
of about 300 in all. All of them were deeply impressed 
with Her Majesty's most tender care and interest in the 
education of the blind and deaf-mute. On July 8th, 1907, 
Her Majesty again paid a visit to the school. The purpose 
of this visit was to witness the condition of the Braille 
System Training Institute, which was being held in this 
school for the .soldiers who had become blind during the 
Russo-Japanese war. Among those who were present on 
the occasion were Baron §. Makino, Minister of State for 
Education, Mr. Matsumura, Director of the Bureau of 
General School Affairs, Baron H. Maijima and Viscount 
Y. Nomura and Mr. S. Ouchi, Deliberative Members of 
the school, Mr. H, Takamine, Director of the Higher Normal 
School for Women, Baron T. Ishiguro, President of the 
Training Institute, and Artillery Lieutenant-Colonel K. 
Yamaoka, who had become blind during the late war. Her 
Majesty graciously granted yen 300 to the school and some 
specially made cakes to the pnpils at each time. 

Having obtained the approval of the Imperial Diet 
to separate the school for the blind from that of the deaf- 
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mute, the work of the new school buildings was begun 
in 1908 at Zoshigaya-machi, Koishikawa. 

On April 6th, the school for the blind was established 
by the Imperial ordinance, No. 86. On April Ist, 1910, Mr. 
N. Konishi, who had been the director of Tokyo Blind 
and Deaf-mute School, was appointed director of the Tokyo 
School for the Deaf-mute and also to discharge the duties 
of the director of the Tokyo School for the Blind. Until the 
completion of the work of the school buildings, teaching 
was carried on in the Tokyo School for the Deaf-mute. 
On June 3rd, Mr. N. Machida was appointed director 
of the school and Mr. N. Konishi was released from his 
additional duties. On the 30th of the same month, the work 
of the new school buildings was completed. During July 
29th and 30th, the school was removed to the new build- 
ings. From Aug. Ist, official business of the school was 
discharged in the new buildings. The instruction of the 
2nd term was begun in the new buildings. On the 17th 
of the same month, the Imperial portraits of His Majesty 
the Emperor and Her Majesty the Empress, and the 
Imperial Edict on Education, were granted to the school. 
On Oct. 15th, the Opening ceremony of the new school 
was held. Among those who were present on the occasion 
were Mr. Okada, Vice-minister of State for Education, 
Count M. Madenokoji, Baron H. Maijima, Deliberative 
member of the school, Baron Kubota, Baron D. Kikuchi, 


Rigakuhakushi, President of the Imperial University of 
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Kyoto, Mr. J. Kano, Director of the Higher Normal 
School, Mr. K. Nakagawa, Director of the Higher Nor- 
mal School for Women, Mr. N. Konishi, Director of The 
Tokyo School for the Deaf-mute, together with the par- 
ents and relations of the pupils, to the number of about 
400 in all. 

On March 14th, 1911, Viscount Y. Yamao and Baron 
H. Maijima, Founders of this school, and Hon. S. Ouchi, 
the first director of the school, accepted memberships of 
the deliberative committee at the request of the school. 
Previously they had been the deliberative members of 
the late Tokyo School for the Blind and Deaf-mute, and 
after its separation they were at this time requested to 
be the deliberative members of this school and also of 
the Tokyo School for the Deaf-mute. 

On May 25th, 1912, the first number of the Naigwai- 
mojin was published as the organ of the education for 
the blind. Thenceforth it is expected to be published 
quarterly. It is due to the desire of the third natinal 
conference for the blind and deaf-mute, which was held 
previous July. 

On Jnly 31st, the notification for the demise of His 
Majety the Emperor Meiji at 12. 43 in the morning was 
received with the profoundest sorrow. Being Summer Vaca- 
tion, the School officers, teachers and pupils in the city 
were immediately called out and a ceremony was respect- 


fully held to mourn the great loss. On Sept. 13th, the 
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day of the Imperial Funeral of His Majesty the late 
Emperor Meiji, a ceremony was respectfully held at the 
school. At the same night all the School officers and 
teachers with 13 representaives from each class went to 
make an obeisance to the Imperial Catafalque at its 
departure. 

On Dee. 6th, copies of circular of information for the 
parents of the blind and the teachers in the school for 
the blind were printed and distributed widely among the 
applicants. 

On April 11th, 1914, the demise of Her Majesty the 
Empress Dowager at 2. 10 in the morning was learned 
with the deepest regret. The School work was suspended 
for the day and a ceremony for mourning was respectfully 
held. On May 24th, the day of the Imperial Funeral of 
Her Majesty the late Empress Dowager, a ceremony was 
respectfully held at the school. At the same night all 
the school officers and teachers with 30 representatives 
of the pupils went to pay obeisance to the Imperial 
Catafalque at its departure. On Sept. 29th, the work of 
the Braille System printing-room was completed. 

On July 28rd, 1915, a commemorative meeting was 
held in celebration of the 25th anniversary for Mr. Ishi- 
kawa’s adoption of the Braille System to the Japanese 
syllabary. 

On Oct, 21st, the Imperial portrait of His Majesty 


the Emperor was graciously granted. On the same day, 


Sy 
a ceremony of acceptance was respectfully held. On Noy. 
10th, at 3. 17 in the afternoon, a ceremony was held in 
celebration for the Accession of His Majesty the Emperor 
to the throne. 

On Oct. 21st, 1916, the Imperial portraits of Her 
Majesty the Empress and His Highness the Crown Prince 
were graciously granted. On Noy. 3rd, a ceremony was 
held in celebration for the Installation of His Highness 
the Crown Prince. After the ‘ceremony 12 teachers with 
6 8 pupils payed obeisance to the Imperial cortage in the 


court in front of the Imperial Castle 


Art. 


Art. 
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General Regulations. 


I. The object of T. S. B. is to give general edu- 
cation and instruction to the young blind, so as to 
enable them to become independent citizen and to 
earn a livelihood; and also to train those who desire 
to become teachers for the blind. 

II. The courses are divided into the General, Pro- 
fessional, and Normal courses. The Professional course 
is subdivided into the Music snd Hari:'-amma? bran- 
ches. The Normal course is also subdivided into the 
General, Music, and Havi:'-amma? branches. 

1. General course includes the following subjects : 
Morals, Japanese Language, Arithmetic, His- 
tory, Geography, Science Primer, Singing, and 
Gymnastics. 

Besides these subjects, Sewing is provided for the 
girls as Elective. 

2. Professional Music branch includes the follow- 
ing snbjects :— 

Morals, Music,—Koto,? Samisen,‘ and Singing, 
—and Gymuastics. 

3. Professional Hari-amma branch includes the 
following subjects :— 

Morals, Medical Science Primer, Hygiene, Hari, 
Amma, and Gymnastics, 
4. Normal General branch includes the following 


Physical treatment—kind of acupuncture. 


” ” oy 9) Massage, 


3,4. Japanese instrumental music, 


subjects :— 
Morals, Pedagogy, Japanese Language, Arith- 
metic, Singing, and Gymnastics. 


Normal Music branch includes the following 


ot 


subjects : 
Morals, Pedagogy, Japanese Language, 
Music—Koto, Samisen, and Singing—, and 
Gymnastics. 
6. Normal Hari-amma branch includes the fol- 
lowing subjects :—- 
Morals, Pedagogy, Japanese language, 
Medical Science Primer, Hygiene, Hari, 
Amma, and (Gymnastics. 
Art. III. Period of Study: 
1. General course .............. .5 years. 
2. Professional course. 
A. Music branch............ 6 years. 
B. Hari-amma branch ....4_,, 


3. Normal course. 


A. General branch ......... 5 months to 1 year. 
Be NIBIGi ee tise ke .nk wus s0e: 3 years 
CEMA cn. f Sens. a0 2 years. 


Art. IV. Pupils are expected to take either Professional 
Music branch or Professional Hari-amma branch with 


the General course. 


N.B. Those wishing to take Music branch shall take it from 
year I of the General course, and those wishing to take Hari-amma 
branch shall take it from year II of the General course. 


Art. 


Art. 


Art. 


Art. 
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Y. The regulation of Art. IV. may not be imposed 
upon those who wish contrary, or they may be allowed 
to take one subject. However, the latter case is appli- 
cable only to those who have completed work of year 
II or whose scholarship is proved to be more than 
equivalent standing. 

VI. Post Gardnate Course : 

The graduates of this schcol, who haying healthy 
body, upright character, and excellent scholarship, 
wish to pursue one or more subjects selected from the 
subjects they have previously taken, may be admitted 
to this course after a close investigation. Others may 
be admitted to this course when the director deems 
them specially competent. 

The period of time for this course shall not exceed 
three years. 

The Subjects of study and its method shall be arran- 
ged by the director at each time. 

According to the general expense regulation of the 
school, the expenses of the post graduate students 
may be aided by the school. 

VII. The school year begins on April Ist and ends 
on March 31st of the following year. 

VUI. Vacations and holidays are as follows : 
National Holidays and Sundays. 

Spring, Vacations......s06..<1oseeersstee April 1—7. 
Birthday of H.I.M. the Empress ...June 25. 


Art. 


Summer Vacation............00.ssserseee July 11—Sept. 10. 
AMMIVErsAry DBY..cccsesssccsessoecneseees Dec. 22. 

Warten’ Vacation! fois... .sseeee-crcer ease. Dec. 23—Jan. 10. 
IX. Pupils are admitted in April every year after 


an entrance examination. However, admission of the 


pupils may be granted at other times. 


. X. Those who are admitted to the General course 


and Music branch must be between 10 to 16 years 
of age and in the case of the Hari-amma branch 
must be between 12 to16. In each case healthy body 
and mind are requird. 


The qualifications of those to be admitted to the 


Normal course are as follows : 


A. General branch : 

1. Those who haye healthy body and upright 
character. 

2. Those who possess certificates as teachers in 
elementary school or have attainments equal 
to or higher than the requirements of the above 
standard. 

3. Those who are at least 20 years of age in the 
case of males and 18 in the case of females. 

B. Musie or Hari-amma branches: 
Men or women who have graduated from any 
school for the Blind of not less than 5 years’ 
course and are certified of his healthy body, 
upright character, and excellent scholarship by 
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the director of that school or have attainments 
equal to or higher than the requiremants of 
the aboye standard. 

Art. XI. Those who wish to come from other school for 
the Blind to pursue the General or the Professional 
courses in this schoo], must have a letter of introduc- 
tion, certifying their upright character and excellent 
scholarship, from the director of the school which 


they come from. 
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Dormitory. 


Dormitory is capable of accommodating about seventy 


pupils. 


The requirements for the admittance into the dormi- 


tory are as follows: 


Mi 


They must be capable of performing their personal 

daily necessities. 

They shall send in a written application in ac- 

cordance with the given form. 

Board is about 8 yen per month. 

N.B. It is liable of change according to the current price. 
Board shall be paid to the superintendent of the 
dormitory not later than the 10th of each month. 
They shall bring the following articles : 

(1). Entire beddings including night gowns. 

(2). Two sets of cotten dresses and three or four 
sets of under wear for each season. 

(3). A book-case, a desk, shoes, a set of rain 
outfit, ete. During the stay in the dormitory 
every pupil should also reckon on some inci- 
dental expenditure for shoes, towels, statio- 


nery, postage, carfare, laundry, medicine, ete. 


Deliberative Members and School Officers. 


Deliberative members. 
Hon. Viscount Y. Yamao. 
Hon. Baron H. Maijima. 
Hon. S. Ouchi. 


Director. 


Mr. N. Machida. 


Teachers. 
Number. 
Male, Female. 

Teachers in General Course..............2...s0008 3 2 

3 » Japanese Language ................ 2 

5 ty WCLENCOmMETIMer iu tccsseseceserteses 1 

. ssn CoVMNNASUICS)+. a wananasdiddenevercene = 1 

As 3) PAGLOP ANG SGMISE) sae. oeseces ence odes 3 2 

s Py tc ibal ation pancho Re eEREECE ARO 2 

ra AENUSI CHA COUSHICS sweneeyase eae oses i 

a MELLO PIR ONUIUEE ronan nana eere nee ectee 5 1 

33 a NEGGIGING) ses peences ce sgetoceoneseant cose 2 
Superintendents of Dormitories (Teachers) .... 2 
(ON GTi eit 8 rie be ema pean cake echoes Hence nee en etE ee EP 3 

Medical Officers. 

HY BIGISNSE ers dncs'tevinc ae ou eee he Eee 3 
Onhbthalmolocist! ceases ces ace tena eee Wy 


N.B. Dentists and Laryngologists are asked as the oc 
Red letters show duplicates. 


casion demands. 
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The Number of Pupils (January 31, 1917.) 


ooo 
Year Male | Yemale ‘Totals 
I 14 6 20 
General Course II 8 10 18 
lm 18 2 20 
IV 23 ti 30 
v 21 9 30 
I 7 1 8 1 15 
II 7 5 12 
Il 7 7 
Fa Music Iv 1 1 1 3 2 4 
3 y 1 1 1 1 2 
3 VI oo 1 4 1 4 2 
= Post Sea 2 ea 2 2 4 2 
& 
Fi I 1 | 20 1 1 | 21 
Hari- II 1 18 1 1 19 
amma ll 5 19 1 5 20 


Music J 1 1 

II 1 1 2 

Ii 1 1 

Hari- I 16 2 18 

amma Il 12 Ps 12 
Totals 


29 | 5 34 

fe EES ee 

N.B, There is no pupil in the General Normal Course at present. 
The red letters show duplicates. 


